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Summarizing

Summarizing is NOT Summarizing IS

• Retelling the entire story

• Copying the text word-for-word

• Writing a cryptic overview of a 

passage

• Giving the key ideas from a passage

• Capturing the main ideas 

• Sharing crucial details that support 

the main idea of the passage

When you summarize a passage, you restate the main ideas of the text in as 
few words as possible.  Your goal is to give the general idea of a text in a 

brief form.  

In order to summarize a text, you must:

1. Read a text closely.

2. Determine the central or main idea.

3. Find some supporting details that support the main idea.

4. Ignore any irrelevant information.

When summarizing a text:

• Pull out the main ideas

• Focus on key words or phrases from the passage

• Consolidate only the important details that support the main idea
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At this very moment, 24 satellites are circling Earth and emitting signals to the 

planet.  These satellites are part of a Global Positioning System (GPS).  This 

system consists of three segments:  the space segment, the control segment, 

and the user segment.  This space-based navigation system provides location 

and time information.  A GPS receiver displays a map and gives exact details 

about a location.  Originally developed in 1973 for use by the military, the GPS 

can now be used by almost anyone.  In fact, the GPS serves many purposes.  

Shipping companies utilize GPS to track trucks and cargo across the country.  

Hikers can use GPS to navigate their way through the wilderness.  People 

traveling in any mode of transportation can also benefit from GPS.  Even 

farmers can use GPS to learn whether a crop grows higher in one field or 

another.  GPS even saves lives by preventing transportation accidents, aiding in 

rescue efforts, and speeding up deliver of emergency services.

The 24 satellites that make up the Global Positioning system provide location 
and time information that can be used by almost anyone to improve safety, 
productivity, or efficiency.
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24 satellites are circling Earth and emitting 
signals to the planet as part of GPS.

This space-based navigation system provides 
location and time information.

Originally developed in 1973 for use by the military, the 
GPS can now be used by almost anyone. 


